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INTRODUCTION

The Natural ResourcesJournal celebrated forty years of publication
last November with a boisterous gathering at the Albuquerque home of late
editor Al Utton. We paid homage to the Journal's long inter-disciplinary
tradition; we also promised to continue it. This issue, Volume 41, No.1, is
the first step on that road. At the Journal's thirty-fifth anniversary
celebration, Professor Helen Ingram, a long-time Journalstalwart now at the
University of California at Irvine, praised the Journal for its crossdisciplinary approach to a wide-range of resource issues. We'll aim for the
same, only more so.
Each issue will contain, as we think this one does, a variety of
articles drawn from different disciplines, each of which has sound technical
content but is accessible to the non-specialist. Where else would you find in
the same issue an economist writing on the quirky but critical problem of
tire disposal, an attorney writing on the intricacies of oil and gas leases, an
ecologist writing on local control of solid wastes, a political scientist writing
on Russia's policies for protecting natural areas, and an economist writing
on how best to balance alternative interests in areas such as national parks?
Subsequent issues will encompass the same breadth and depth.
Each issue will also have a book review section, providing Journal
readers with broadly focussed assessments of recent publications in the
many areas that touch on natural resources. We are pleased to offer in this
issue, for example, New Mexico State professor emeritus Clyde Eastman's
generous review of Wyoming law professor Deborah Donahue's
controversial new work, The Western Range Re-Visited. Eastman joins in
finding Donahue's book "disturbingly correct" even though the author
excoriates the very department where the reviewer spent a career.
Finally, we plan to open each issue, as we begin this one, with a
more open-ended essay on a current broad natural resources topic. We are
pleased to inaugurate these essays with Stephen Pyne's piece on fire, surely
a hot topic in the west these days. Pyne embodies the cross-disciplinary
approach that the Journalstrives for. A historian, Professor Pyne began his
academic career in the history department at Arizona State. He is now a
member of the biology department at the same university. That's a switch
that is almost unheard of in the halls of academe and it is matched by the
elegant reach and resonance of Pyne's prose. Future issues will feature
similar essays by writers and scholars like Bill DeBuys on the Rio Grande,
Sam Deloria on Native American claims to natural resources in the twentyfirst century, and Dan Tarlock on the long-range future of western water
law. These opening essays will, we hope, set the tone for the more scholarly
pieces that follow.
To accomplish all of this, the Journalwill need your help. A "Call
for Reviewers" later in this issue invites readers to contribute book reviews
on recent natural resource publications. As always, we are interested in
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longer scholarly articles, dealing with all national and international facets
of natural resources in the broadest sense. Finally, like any small
publication, we need to boost our readership. Tell your institutions and
your friends to subscribe to the Journaland help the publication continue on
its way.

